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Walter Gray, Worcester, 5 Oct. 1215-16; York, 1216-1 May
1225. Nephew of John de Gray, Bishop of Norwich. No
official connexion with the court is known before the grant of
the office of chancellor to him in Oct. 1205. (Foedera^ 5. 93.)
This he seems to have procured through the influence of his
uncle, who witnessed the grant and made himself responsible
for the fine of 5,000 marks. (Rot. de Finibus^ p. 368.) He was
chancellor when promoted to the episcopate. (D.N.B.)
William Cornhill, Coventry and Lichfield, 25 Jan. 1215-19 Aug.
1223. Probably son or nephew of Reginald Cornhill, the Senes-
chal. In 1204 hi$ name appears in the records as clericus regis
connected with the Exchequer. In 1208 he acted as justice. From
1209 to 1211 he was constantly in attendance on King John.
On 3 Jan. 1213 he, with Reginald Cornhill, his brother or cousin,
was appointed royal chamberlain. (Rot. Lit. Pat^ p. 96; Foss,
Judges, 11. S3, 545 D.N.B.}
M. Benedict of Sansetun, Rochester, 22 Feb. 1215-18 Dec. 1226.
This Benedict is thought to be M. Benedict, the clerk in Prince
John's household who was excommunicated in 1191 for using the
great seal during John's rebellion against Longchamp. (Hovedon,
iii. 154, note by Stubbs ; Armitage Robinson, Somerset Historical
Essay S) p. 135.) A personal connexion between John and Bene-
dict of Sansetun is suggested by the fact that when, in 1204, the
latter became precentor of St. Paul's, an unendowed dignity, John
annexed to it the church of Shoreditch. (Rot. Chartarum^
p. I24b.) Certainly about this time a household clerk called
M. Benedict, doing various financial business for King John,
appears on the rolls. (Rot. Lit. Claus. i. 6 b, 12, 37 b, Sec.) In
a Rochester register containing accurate information on other
bishops, Benedict, Bishop of Rochester, is called thesaurarius regis.
(Registrum Roffense^ p. 141.) In Dec. 1205 there is mention of
a * M. Benedictus de Scaccario'. (Rot. Lit. Claus. i. 60.)
M. Benedict was certainly at Paris in 1214; he may therefore
have left King John's service after the publication of the interdict.
(Anglia Sacra, i. 386.) See below, p. 193.
Richard Marsh, Durham, 2 July 1217-1 May 1226. On 23 July
1207 Richard is first mentioned as clericus de camera. (Rot. Lit.
Pat.^ p. 74; Tout, Administrative History^ i. 161 n.) In 1213 he
acted as justice. He was identified by monastic chroniclers with
the most odious of John's financial expedients. (Ann. Mon. ii. 288;
Chron. Maj. iii. 111-13 $ Memorials of St. Edmundsbury, ii. 23.)
On 29 Oct. 1214 he was put in charge of the chancery. (Rot.
Chartarum^ p. 202.) He was chancellor until his death.